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RECOGNIZING THE CONTRIBU-
TIONS OF SAN MARCOS CITY
COUNCILMAN JOHN A. DIAZ

HON. HENRY CUELLAR

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 17, 2005

Mr. CUELLAR. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the contributions of San Marcos City
Councilman John A. Diaz, of my Congres-
sional District.

John Diaz is lifelong resident of San Marcos
and has been an active participant in the com-
munity throughout his lifetime. He is a proud
graduate of San Marcos High School, and
also attended the Austin School of Fine Arts.
He is an inspiring businessman, and is the
self-employed owner of Sign-Arts.

Mr. Diaz works constantly to ensure the
people of San Marcos, Texas get the services
they need from the local government. John is
a board member of the San Marcos Area
Chamber of Commerce and San Marcos His-
panic Chamber Board of Directors.

John has served on the City Planning and
Zoning Commission, the Central Texas Higher
Education Authority, and the San Marcos
School Board. He has been a constant fixture
of the League of United Latin American Citi-
zens (LULAC). Throughout his years with the
organization he has served as President,
State Secretary, and District Director.

Mr. Speaker, Councilman John A. Diaz un-
derstands the concerns of the citizens, small
businesses and everything else that is the
great city of San Marcos. It is because of this
connection with the populace and his long
standing record of public service that | am
proud to let the people know of the commit-
ment of John Diaz to the community.

——

A TRIBUTE TO ALICE LAN-HUA

HWANG 29TH CONGRESSIONAL
DISTRICT WOMAN OF THE
YEAR—2005

HON. ADAM B. SCHIFF

OF CALIFORNIA
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Thursday, March 17, 2005

Mr. SCHIFF. Mr. Speaker, | rise today, in
honor of Women’s History Month. Each year,
we pay special tribute to the contributions and
sacrifices made by our nation’s women during
the month of March. It is an honor to pay
homage to outstanding women who are mak-
ing a difference in my Congressional District.

| would like to recognize an outstanding
woman in my Congressional District, Alice
Lan-Hua Hwang. For many years, Alice has
brought an abounding spirit and energy to her
service in the community. Those fortunate
enough to meet and work with Alice instantly
recognize her dedication and commitment to
education.

Raised in a diplomatic family, Alice lived in
Asia and Latin America before coming to the
United States in 1967 when her father was as-
signed to the Los Angeles Chinese Consulate.
Her parents, who were educators, instilled in
Alice the spirit of altruism and the importance

EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

of education. Alice received her education
under 5 different educational systems on 3
continents.

Alice moved to South Pasadena, California
in 1983. In 1989, Alice was elected to the
South Pasadena Board of Education and was
the first Asian American woman to be elected
to that body. She served on the board for 8
years, serving as President for one term, until
her retirement in 1997.

Together with her late husband, Dr. Karl J.
Hwang, and former South Pasadena City
Councilman Paul Zee, Alice co-founded the
South Pasadena Chinese American Club. The
club has been successful in fostering under-
standing between the Chinese American com-
munity and other ethnic groups, raises funds
to provide grants to South Pasadena teachers,
and awards college scholarships.

After her husband’s untimely death, Alice re-
turned to school and earned a multiple sub-
jects and bi-lingual teaching credential in
1993. Currently an ESL teacher in the Adult
Division of the Alhambra School District, she
is also a member of the California Teachers of
English to Speakers of Other Languages and
a presenter at their annual state conference in
20083.

Alice has served as a board member of the
Young Men’s Christian Association, the South
Pasadena Educational Foundation and the
South Pasadena Chinese American Club, and
on the committee to protect the South Pasa-
dena Public Library system. She is also a vol-
unteer for the Pacific Asia Museum and
serves as an interpreter for parents in the
local schools. In 1993 she received the Out-
standing Woman of the Year Award from the
Kiwanis Club and an award from the Los An-
geles County Commission on the Status of
Women in 1996.

In addition to her service to the community,
Alice sings in her church choir, is a classical
pianist and guitarist and a former member of
the Arroyo Singers. She is the proud mother
of Victor and Michael.

| ask all Members to join me today in hon-
oring an outstanding woman of California’s
29th Congressional District, Alice Lan-Hua
Hwang. The entire community joins me in
thanking Alice for her success and continued
efforts toward making the 29th Congressional
District a more enjoyable place in which to live
and work.

REMEMBERING THE LIFE OF
MERTIS LOUISE FLOYD SCOTT

HON. CHARLES W. “CHIP” PICKERING

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 17, 2005

Mr. PICKERING. Mr. Speaker, Mertis Louise
Floyd Scott, Deputy Chief Nurse of the G.V.
“Sonny” Montgomery Veterans Administration
Medical Center in Jackson Mississippi, passed
away unexpectedly after a very short illness
on October 15, 2004 at the young age of 48.
She dedicated her life to the care of others
and | take this opportunity to remember that
life that so blessed us.

Mertis exemplified the meaning of nursing
and received numerous professional awards
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during her twenty-six years of service at the
VA Medical Center. In May of 1989, Mertis
was named recipient of the Secretary’s Award
for Excellence in Nursing, presented to her by
Secretary of the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs Edward J. Deriwinski in Washington, DC.
She also received a citation from President
George H.W. Bush.

Mertis held high the values of leadership
and exhibited a continual quest for knowledge.
She had a commitment to service through any
challenge with a positive attitude.

Mr. Speaker, Mertis always remembered her
faith and commitment to serve God and man.
She defined her humanity by her service to
patients and health providers alike. Her col-
leagues defined her life with these words: lov-
ing, caring, nurturing, generosity, patience, an-
gelic personality. She was an inspiration to the
lives she touched both personally and profes-
sionally. We mourn her passing, but we re-
member and celebrate her life.

A TRIBUTE TO PAMELA M. JUNIOR

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 17, 2005

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, | rise in honor of
Pamela Mary Johnson-Junior who has com-
mitted herself to strengthening her community
through her work on the Community Planning
Board.

Pamela was born in the Bedford-Stuyvesant
section of Brooklyn and still resides there
today. Pamela and her twin brother are the
last of 10 children born to Booker T. Johnson
and Ina L. Johnson.

At age 16, Pamela graduated a year early
from high school and attended Long Island
University. Later, she transferred to John Jay
College of Criminal Justice and majored in
Criminal Justice Administration and Planning.

Pamela learned at a very early age the im-
portance of community involvement and as a
teenager, she became actively involved in her
Block Association. Soon thereafter, she was
elected President of the Teenage Association
of the 500 Decatur Street Block Association.
However, her interests in politics extended be-
yond the local level. When Jesse Jackson ran
for the Presidency of the United States, she
took a two month leave of absence from her
position as a Legal Assistant at one of Wall
Street’s top law firms, where she had been
employed for over 16 years, to volunteer her
services at Jesse Jackson’s Bedford
Stuyvesant based campaign headquarters.
Nearly twenty years later, Pam continues to
maintain a 50+ hour work week at the firm.

In the 1990’s, Pamela became actively in-
volved in Bedford-Stuyvesant community af-
fairs and began attending monthly community
meetings at Community Board No. 3 and at
the 81st Precinct. This opportunity provided
her with first-hand experience and knowledge
of the needs of the community. In 1996, she
was appointed to Community Planning Board
No. 3 by then Borough President Howard
Golden. In 2000, she was elected to the posi-
tion of 2nd Vice President of the Board and in
2001 she was elected to the position of 1st
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